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SUBJ: LOPEZ ADMINISTRATION REQUESTS DECREE POWERS FOR TAX REGS 
REE BOGOTA 9973 

1. LOPEZ ADMIN ON NOV 28 PRESENTED REQUEST TO CONGRESS FOR EMER- 
GENCY DECREE POWERS EOR 15 DAYS IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT ADMIN REGS 
RE TAX DECLARATION. REQUEST IS RESULT OF SUPREME COURT DECLARING 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL DECREE ISSUED DURING ECONOMIC EMERGENCY PERIOD 
WHICH SERVED THIS PURPOSE. COURT MAINTAINED THAT WHILE DECREES 
ESTABLISHING NEW TAX SYSTEM WERE VALID, SUBSEQUENT DECREE ON 
TAX ADMIN WAS SIMPLY PROCEDURAL AND THEREEORE NOT WITHIN SCOPE 
OF EMERGENCY POWERS. GOC THUS COULD BE EACED WITH APPLYING NEW 
LAW UNDER OLD REGS AND POSSIBLE LOSS OF CONSIDERABLE REVENUE 
THROUGH BOTH CONTUSION AND EVASION. 

2. REQUEST EOR EMERGENCY DECREE POWERS IS BASED ON ARTICLE 76 
OF CONSTITUTION WHICH PERMITS CONGRESS, AT PRES S REQUEST, 

TO AUTHORIZE DECREE POWERS TO LEGISLATE IN SPECIFICALLY DEFINED 
AREAS. ADMIN HAS PROMISED THAT ONLY UTILIZATION OE AUTHORITY WILL 
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WITHOUT NEW REGS ENTIRE 

TAX REFORM LOSES ITS EFFECT. RESULT WOULD BE COMPLETE CONFUSION, 

EXCESSIVE ADMIN BURDEN AND MOST SERIOUSOF ALL, OPEN INVITATION 
TO TAX EVASION. EFFECTIVE REVENUE LOSS COULD BE SEVERAL BILLION 
PESOS. 

3. ADMIN HOPES FOR PROMPT ACTION BY CONGRESS SINCE PRESENT SESSION 
ENDS DEC 16 AND NEW SESSION DOES NOT BEGIN IN TIME FOR REGS TO 
BECOME EFFECTIVE BEFORE FILING OF TAX RETURNS COMMENCES. HOWEVER, 

SOME SCEPTISM EXISTS THAT CONGRESS WILL BE WILLING OR ABLE TO MOVE 
EXPEDITIOUSLY. ANOTHER BILL HAS ALREADY BEEN INTRODUCED IN SENATE 
WATERING-DOWN INCOME TAX REFORM DECREED DURING ECONOMIC EMERGENCY 
PERIOD AND DELEGATION OF POWERS COULD INVOLVE SUBSTANTIVE DEBATE 
ON BOTH INCOME TAX AND ADMIN REGS. FURTHERMORE, ADMIN REQUEST 
MUST RECHANNELED THROUGH THIRD COMMISSION OF SENATE WHERE CONSIDERABLE 
OPPOSITION EXISTS REGARDING TAX REFORMS AND SEVERAL MEMBERS ARE 
OPENLY ANTAGONISTIC TOWARD MINFINAN BOTERO. IF APPROVAL IS NOT 
OBTAINED BEFORE DEC 16, IT IS CONSIDERED LIKELY THAT PRES LOPEZ 
WILL CONVENE SPECIAL SESSION DURING JAN. WHITE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TAX LAW, EMERGENCY PLANNING 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 29 NOV 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRH 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BOGOTA10535 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740347-0763 
From: BOGOTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741 14/aaaaadbx.tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: BOGOTA 9973 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: MorefiRFI 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 SEP 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <12 DEC 2002 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LOPEZ ADMINISTRATION REQUESTS DECREE POWERS FOR TAX REGS 
TAGS: EFIN, CO, (LOPEZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



